NPDES 401 CERTIFICATION PROCESS

EPA will send to DEQ the NPDES permit application
and sometimes a proposed draft permit.
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DEQ may provide to EPA comments on the application
or proposed draft permit.

¢ NPDES Cert Clock
EPA issues draft NPDES permit and publishes public

notice allowing for a 30 day public comment period.
Notice includes opportunity to request notice of DEQ Day 1
preliminary 401 WQ Cert decision. A public hearing

may also be provided.

No Does the public request in

writing that DEQ provide
preliminary 401 Cert.

decision w/in 30 days of

EPA notice?

30 Days

WI/in 30 days of receipt of request from the public to
receive DEQ preliminary decision re: 401 cert review, Day 60
DEQ will provide the preliminary 401 WQ Cert decision.

!

Issuance of preliminary 401 WQ cert decision starts a Day 90
30 day public comment period. ay

I

DEQ will consider public comments
and issue its final 401 cert decision

based on draft or preliminary final
NPDES permit.

v

If the final NPDES permit is
inconsistent with the 401 WQ cert,
DEQ shall require EPA to submit

the permit for recertification.






